Reconsideration Is requested. Claims ! • N arc pendmrs Responsive to the Odiee 
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Independent churns 1 and 10 have also been amended to recite bun the rh.snmg urob 
s adapted, to iloatably rest upon" the target site bulge (see, tor example, paragraphs 0033 
and 0037 of the original disclosure}. Such a boating probe configuration benedeialfe 
controls penetration depth even, though target site physical properties may vary (see, for 
example, paragraph 0033 or the original disclosure} 

It is respectfully submitted that: the amendments above are supported by the 
specification, claims, abstract of the disclosure, a ad drawings as originally tiled, and that no 
new matter has been added. 



nmmtasamuupateo b> ; ■ noon \ P pheation Publication OS 2004/012781 8 rVt to Rue ei ah 
(heteitmfer "Roe"); 

d samp ^ ; chutes ess 

fomung member (eieirtent 43} and a. inherence member (element 48} as described at, tor 
example, paragraph 0038 of Roe. In tire de race m koc, me reterenee merraxu rs driven toward 
he v i v s v s , vex - lanes » s v s , 0 
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- x » v o ? v . ^ a- xu\ < i iv v * e^ i e, a, fe x > o « , ,,e o 
(elesrseni 76 } drat engages a groo ve (element 7 8 ) of the reference member (see paragraph 0064 
of Roe). 

Claims 1 and 10, as amended, each recite a. boating probe that is adapted to "floatabiv 
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contact portion of tire reference member) of Roe anticipates the floating; probe of the oriumal 
claims. Applicants submit that the reference member of Roe does not /haiidiiy resi upon a target 
site bulge, but rather is tin pen toward Ore skin in a manner that flattens fee skin (see she 



wired floating probe il-ai rests on the target she bulge. 



reference member or not. However, one of skill m the art wooid conclude that the refere 
-or t ewa scf w< t v nba sen > Ol'e : ot Roc ^ucs 
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disengagement; (ii) paragraph 0070 of Roe describes FIG. 4 by noting that adjuster 
extends" the reference i y nn p 

appears to be no description in Roe of how the reference member couM be rewnga, 
todowuig a hypothetical disengagement. 

Applicants further note that claims .1 arid 10. as amended, recite that she floating rm 
I - - < v v. N ol s - eference member ii 

resting, bnt rather he a a: driving into and flattening the iarnei she buke. Therefore, 
reference member does not ami.oipan- or made ohwesos the enrrendv recited thwbnn oro'be 
For at least the foregoing reasorug Applicants respectfully subnnt thai independent 
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v and 1 1 depend, from and ferther limit their respective independent claims ; and 10, ihey s 
allowable ibr at baa; the same reasons. 
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The subject matter of dependent claim 4 was rejected under 35 O.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over Roe in view of U.S.. Patent No. 5,857.983 to Douglas et al. (hereinafter Douglas). The 
deficiencies of Roe were noted above. Applicants respectfully submit Douglas does not 
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same reasons as ! \ ^' above . respect to claim 1 . 



s — S was rejected i >5 U.S.( 
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The so v matter of dependent claim 7 was rejected under 35 ASA 

c;i«d for teaching related to various. Applicants submit that. Levin does nor enre the derka 
of Roe noted above and that - \ e, claim 7 Is allowable for at least the same 
discussed above with respect to die rejection of chum 1 . 



CONCLUSION 

In vscw of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted tl 
application is in condition for allowance and applicants earnestly solicit early examined 
the merits and issuance of a Notice of Allowance. Should the Examiner believe that an 1 
additional information or amendment is necessary to place the application, in. co.nditi.ou 1 
allowanced, he is urged to contact the undersigned Attorney via telephone at 408 956-4' 
e 
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